RESBYTERIANS 


Not GUILTY of the 


R 1 HER 
King Charles J. 


\s appears by their Abhorrence of the then Pro- 
ceedings againſt His Majeſty : Faithfully Printed 
from the Original Copy, ſign'd by Fifty Seven of 
the moſt Eminent Preſbyterian Miniſters then poſ- 
ſels'd of the Pariſh-Churches in and about the 
City of LONDON. 


WITH 
\ VINDICATION of Moderate Church-men 


and Diſſenters, from the Aſperſions caſt upon them 
at this Time, &c. That they are Men of Republican 
and Autimonarchical 2 | 
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The Third ETDditton + To which are added, 


ndeniable Proofs of the true Authors of that Horrid 
Act. With the Character of Archbiſhop Laud, given by that 
Learned and Wiſe Prince King Fames the Firſt, in a Diſcourſe 


tor for his Promotion in the Church. 


ablith'd to abate the SIE Heats of 5 
* P ** Y. 
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| don Printed, * Sold * J. be, in in \ Talber-Comtim 
Grace-Church: Street; and J. Harri ſon, at the Ve 
Corner of the Royal. Exchange. 1713. Price 44. 
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THE 
PRESBY TERIANS 
Clear'd from the 
URTHER 
n 1qy 


King CHARLES I. 


RESESBHINCE it appears by the Addreſſes, 
and other Papers of the High-Church 
Lag Party, that they endeavour to caſt an 
Odium upon the Moderate Churchmen, 
and Diſenters in General, as Men of 
> IE] L1timonarchical Principles; and 


he Murther of King CHARLES I. tis thought fit, 
order to ſhew: the falſehood of that Charge, to Re · 


rint the following Vindication of the Freſbyterian 
iniſters, in and about London, from the unjuſt Slan- 
er caſt upon them, as if they had promoted the 
Pringing of the King ta Capital Puniſhment. 


A 2 


* charge the Lat ter, in particular, with 


* ho” 


(4 ) 
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* 


A Vindication of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in aud abo 
London, from the unjuſt Aſperſions caſt upon their for. 
mer Adtings for the Parliament, as if they had promotelÞ: 
the bringing of the King to Capital Puniſhment. | 


11 cannot be unknown how much We, and other 
Miniſters of this City and Kingdom, that faith. Nu. 
fully adher'd to the Parliament, have injuriouſyſ 
ſmarted under the Scourge of evil Tongues and Pens, 
ever ſince the firſt eruption of the unhappy Differen- 
ces, and unnatural War, between the King and Parl. 
ament ; for our Obedience to the Commands and Or 
ders of the Honourable Houſes, in their Conteſts with 
his Majeſty, and Conflicts with his Armies. 
We are not MH of the over-buſte + entermedi 
i ings of Prelates, and theit 
ſs. ber tr eee Party heretofore, in over rulin 
Mouths of profeſs'd Pre- Civil-Affairs, to the great en 
byterians , conũdering dangering of Kingdoms, and o 
iat the High-Church this in particular, when privat 
— lay many harder Intereſts, ambitious Deſigns, Re 
ings now of the Bi- 3 
thops, who are not tur venge, or other ſiniſter Ends 
their Meaſures. engaged them beyond thei 
| Sphere. How beit, it cannd 
reaſonably (as we conceive) be deny d, that Miniſter, 
as Subjects, being bound to obey the Laws, and to pr. 
ſerve the Liberties of the Kingdom, and having al 
* This cannot juſtify Intereſt in them, and the Hap 
DodorSacheverell, who Pineſs of them, as well as Other 
meddles with Affairs of may and ought, (without in 
State in Contradiction to curring the juſt Cenſure due t 
both 1 _— Buftee Bodies and Incendiaries) tl 
eo Ute publick. dens og appear, tor preſerving the Lan 
rations and Reſelurions, ànd Liberties of that Common 
8 © wealth, whereof they are Mem 
bers, eſpecfially in our Caſe; when it was declar'd b. 
the Parliament, that all wagat Stake, and in dange 
i 
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o be loſt, No, not as Miniſters ought they to hold 
heir Peace, in a Time wherein the Sins of Rulers and 
Magiftfates, as well as others, have ſo far provok'd 
od as to kindle the Fire of his Wrath againſt his 
ople. And yet, for this alone, the faithful Ser- 
-ants of God have, in all Apes, thro' the Malice of 
1tan and his Inſtrunients, been traduced as Arch. In- 
her endiaries, when only their Accuſers are, indeed, 
ch. Nuilty of both laying the Train, and of putting Fire 
o it, to Blow up a KingdoM. 

An Abab and his Sycophants think none ſo fit to 
ear the Odium of being the Grand Troubler of Iſrael, 
s Elijab. Thus the Fopiſh Device was, to charge the 
un-Powder-Treaſon (had it ta- 
ichen effect) upon the Puritans: „ Juſt ſo do the High- 


1 Flyers charge the late 
And, if you believe Tertullus, . = Rebellions 


en a Paul is a peſti lent Fellow, upon the Diſſenters, and 
Mover of Sedition throughout the charge em with pulling 
orld, a Ring leader of a Sed, and down, and burning their 
hat not, but what he is? Yea n Meeting. Houles. 


i himſelf (tho' a Friend to Monarchy, even of 
vatiWeatheniſh Rome) is proclaim'd ; 
Rei Enemy to Cæſar, to open a „, Aud as little do aur 


High-Church- Addreſſers 


ay to his Deſtruction, by care for Her Majeſty, or 


Wherefore, altho' with us, who have had experience 
f ike Uſage, it be a ſmall thing to be thus judged of 
en, when we regard only ovr own particular Per- 
ns: For, If they call the Mafter of the Houſe Beelze- 
ub, bow much more thoſe of bis Houſhold? Yet when 
e conſider how much it concerns the Honour of our 
aſter, and the Good of All, to preſerve our Miniſte- 
Wal Function immaculate (our good Names being in 
at relation, as needful to others, as a good Conſci- 
ce to our ſelves) we dare not but ſtand by, and al- 
it the Integrity of our Hearts, and the Innocency 


ingdom) for which we are ſo much Calumniated 
d Traduced, Thus 


ar Malice, who never cared the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 
Ir the Intereſt of Cæſar. } on” 


all our Actings (in reference to the King and 


* 8 r £ 
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1 
This we are compell'd to at this time, becauſe ther 
are many who very confidently (yet molt unjuſtly) 
charge us to have been formerly inſtrumental toward 
the taking away the Life of the King. And becauſe 
alſo, there are others who in their ſcurrilous Paſquilif 
and Libels (as well as with their virulent Tongug) 
preſent us to the World as a bloody, ſedit ious Sect, aui 
traiterous Obſtrufors of what all the godly People of th e 
Kingdom do earneſtly deſire for eſtabliſhing of Religion au 
Peace, in that we ſtick at dhe Execution of the King WF 
while yet we are (as they falſly affirm) content ti 
have bim Convicked and Condemn d: All which we mf 
and do from our Hearts diſclaim, before the whole Mori. 
For when we did firſt engage with the Parliament 
OY (which we did not till call 
Dr. Sacheverell and thereunto] ]) we did it with" 


the High-Church have ; 
no ſuchCall ; but, on the Loyal Hearts and Affection to 


contrary, are forbid both Wards the King, and his Poll 
by Queen and Parlia- rity : Not intending the leallf 
ment. hurt to his Perſon, but to liq 

his Party from doing fufthal 
Hart to the Kingdom; not to bring bis Majefiy i 
Juſtice, (as ſome now ſpeak) but to put him into a bi 
ter Capacity to do Fuflice: To remove the Wicked fro. 
before him, that his Throne might be eftabliſh'd in Right, 
ouſneſs ; which (we much fear) is the ready Way tl 
the Deſtruction of all his Kingdoms. 

That which put on any of us at firſt to ap 
pear for the Parliament was, The Propoſitions ani 
Orders of the Lords and Commons in Parliament (Jui 
10. 1642,) for bringing in of Money and Platz 
Sc. wherein they aſſur d us, that whatſoever ſhouig 
be brought in thereupon, ſhould not be at all en 
ploy d upon any other Occaſion, than to maintai 
the Proteſtant Religion; the King's Authority; 6 
Ferfon in bis Royal Dagnity z the free Courſe of Jultingi 
tbe Laws of the Land; the Peace of the Kingdom; an 
the Priviledges of Parliament, againſt any Force whiah 


| ſhall Oppoſe them. 
Ani 


. 
And in this we were Daily confirm'd and encous 
rag d more and more, by their many ſubſequent De- 


bound to believe, knowing many of them to be God- 
y and Conſcientious Men, of Publick Spirits, zea- 
louſly promoting the Common 


dreſſers and Sacheverel- 
lites now do. 


Kingdom from Tyranny and Sla- 
&ery, which ſome evil Inſtru- 
ents about the King, endeavour'd to bring upon the 
Nation. f. 1 

As for the preſent Actings at Veſtminſter, ſince the 
Time that ſo many of the Members were by Force 
Pecluded, divers Impriſon'd, and others thereupon 
Pithdrew from the Huſe of Commons: (And, there not 
Peing that Conjunction of the Two Houtes, as hereto- 


lte bore,) we are wholly unſatisfy'd therein, becauſe we 
ell ronceive them to be ſo far from being warranted by 
taſk ufficient Authority, as that in our Apprebenſions 
nel hey tend to an actual Alteration (if not Subverſion) of 


hat which the honourable Houſe of Commons, in their 


+ Veclaration of April 17. 1646. have Taught us to call 
e Fundamental Conflitation and Government of this 
1 gdom, which they therein aſſure us (if we under- 
Fu and them) they would never alter. ws 


teljgion, the King, Parliament, and Kingdom, to profeſs 
Pefore God, Angels, and Men, That we verily believe 
hat which is ſo much f:ar'd to be now in Agitation, 
att be Taking away the Life of the King, in the preſent Way 

t Tryal, is, Not only not agreeable to the Word of God, 
be Principlesof the Proteſtant Religion (never yet fain'd 
tau it tbe leaſt drop of the Blood of a King ) or the fundamen- 
i Conſtitution and Government of this Kingdom ; but 
ontrary to them, as alſo to the Oath of Allegiance the 
oteſtation of May 5. 1641. and the Solemn League and 
ovenant : From all, or any of which Engagements, we 
now not any Power on Earth able to abſolueUs or Others. 


L-larations and Proteſtations, which we held our ſelves 


ood, and labouring to free this + As our Tory Ad- 
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Lea, we hold our ſelves bound in Duty to God, 


In 


\ 


| (8) 

In which laſt we have Sworn (with Hands liſte 
up to the moſt High God) That we ſhall with Sinceriy 
Reality, and Conflancy, in our ſeveral Vocations, endeaucyl 
with our Eſtates and Lives, matually to preſerve and defey 
the Rights and Priviledges of the Parlzaments, aud th 
Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve and defend th 
King's Majefly's Perſon and Authority, in the defence 
the True Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms : That 
the World may bear Witneſs with our Conſciences of ay 
Loyalty, and that we have no Thoughts or Intention; u 


diminiſh bis Majeſty's juſt Power aud Greatneſs. 
And we are yet further ty'd by another Article d 


* This was not like 
thoſe in our Days, who 
ſwore to Paſroe-0bedi- 
ence, and acted contrary 
to it, when tneir own 
Intereſt came to be 
touch'd ; and not only ſo 
but lick it up again, and 
play it againſt the Go- 
vernment , becauſe they 
cannot have all the places 
of Power and Profit in the 
Hands of their Faction; 
for every one knows,thar 


the Heads of theColledges 


at Oxon were among the 
firſt whoSigr'd the Mo- 
ciation to ſtand by the 
Prince of Orange , tho? 
now their Faction damn 
the Practice. 


the ſame Covenant; Not to ſuf 
fer our ſelves, directly, or ĩndired 
ly, by what ſoever Combi nation, Pe. 
[wafion or Terror, to be divided, 
or withdraws from this bleſe 


Union and Conjunction, whetha 


to make Defection to the contran 
Party, or to give our ſelves to 1 


deteſtable Indifferency, or Neutrl 
lity in this Cauſe, which ſo mu 
concerns the Glory of GOD, th 
Good of the Kingdoms, and Honoulf 
of the King: But Hall, all th 
Days of our Lives, zealouſly ani 
conſtantly continue therein again 


all Oppoſition, and promote th 
ſame,accordingtoour Fower, again 
all Lets and Impediments whatſ# 
ever. 


mand of the Parliament, ad miniſter'd it to others 
whom we have thereby drawn in to be as deep as out 
ſelves in this publick Engagement.“ ES 
Therefore, according to that our Covenant, we do 
in the Name of the Great God (to whom all mull 


And this we have na 
only taken our ſelves, but nioft of us have, by Con 


give a ſtrict Account) Warn and Exhort all who ei 
ther more immediately belong to our reſpective 
| Charges 


(9) 
harges, or any way depend on our Miniſtry, or 
o whom we have adminiſter'd the ſaid Covenant 


it 

the that we may not by our Silence ſuffer them to run 
fen ppon that highly provoking Sin of Perjury) to 
t reep cloſe to the Ways of God, and the Rules of 
AhReligion, the Laws, and their Vows, in their con- 
ceiſtant maintaining the true Reformed Religion, the 
Hul fundamental Confiitution, and Government of this King- 


bm, not ſuffering themſelves to be ſeduc'd from it, 
by being drawn in to ſubſcribe the late Mo- 
dels or Agreement of the Peo- | : 
*, which directly tends to „ Declared by both 


le of | 
ſihe utter Sabverſion of the oy rg =_ _ 
| 2e 
red vbole Frame of the fundamental ſtrudive to the Being of 
Py Government of the Land, and Parliaments, and to the 
ded rakes way for an untverſal To- jeden 
ee eration of all Hereſies and Blaſs of the mn 
. > 1647, Vea, Condemned 
tha bemies, ( directly contrary heretofore by the Gene- 
rn our Covenant, if they can ral, and his Council of 
to put get their Abettors to co- War, and one of the 
iter them under a falſe Guiſe 3 - S Death 
nud the Chriflian Religion) as b * | 


o in preſerving the Priviledges of both Houſes of Far- 
Jianent, and the Union between the Two Nations of 


th England and Scotland 4; to 
au nourn bitterly far their own f. Our High-fyers 
ain ins, the Sins of the City, br ay PIR 
th Army, Parliament, and King- i 
aineom, and the wotul Miſcarriage of the King him- 
atſe elt (which we cannot but acknowledge to be ma- 
ny, and very great) in his Government, that have 
om et the Three Kingdoms ſo dear, and caſt him 
her own from his Excellency into an horrid Pit of 
ou iſery, almoſt beyond Example. And to pray 
hat God would both give him effectual Repentance, 
e d nd ſanctify that bitter Cup of divine Diſpleaſure, 
muſlihat the divine Providence hath put into his Hand; 
0 ei. s alſo that God would reftrain the Violence of Men 
Cave : LD that 


. 


i 
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that they ay not dare to draw upon themſelves, and th | 


Kingdom, the Blood of their Sovereign. 
And now we have good Reaſon to expect tha 


they who brought ns under ſuch a Bond, and there 
by led us into the Neceſſity of this preſent Vindil 
cation and Maniteſtation of our Judgments, and 


Diſcharge of our Conſciences, ſhould defend us in 
it. However, we reſolve rather to be of their 


Number that tremble at his Terrors who is a conſu# 


ming Fire and will not fail 


Lev. 26. Ezek. 17. to avenge the Quarrel of bu 


2 Sam. 21, Covenant, upon all that con. 


remn it, then to be found 


among theſe who deſpiſe the Oath by breaking his G. 
venant, (after lifting up the Hand) altho' it had bez 


made but in civil Things only, and that with th 


worlt of Men. 


C. Burges D. D. Preacher of the Word of God in 
St. Pauls, London. 2 | 


_ William Gouge, D. D. Paſtor of St. Ann, in Black 5 


Fryars. 
Edmund Stanton, D. D. Paſtor of Kingſton. 
Tho. Temple, D. D. Paſtor of Batterſey 
Geo. Walker, Paſtor of St. John the Evangeliſt. 
Edm. Calamy, Paſtor of St. Mary in Aldermanbury. | 
Fer. Whitaker, Paſtor of St. Mary Magdalen Bermondſq. 


. Dan. Cawdry, Minifter of St. Martins in the Fields. 


Will. Spurſtow, Miniſter of St. Fobn Hackney. = 

La. Seaman, Paſtor of Alhallows in Bread-ftreet, 

Simeon Aſhe, Minifter of St. Michael Baſing ſhaw. 

Tho. Caſe, Miniſter of St. Mary Magdalen Mi l- ſtreet. 

Nicholas Proffet, Miniſter at Fofters. 

Thom. Thorowgood, Miniſter of Crayford. 

Edward Corbett, Miniſter of Croyden. 

Hen. Roborougb, Paltor of St. Leonards in Eaftcheap. 

Arthur Fackjon, Paſtor of St. Michaels in Vood- Hreet. 

Fa. Nalton, Paſtor of St. Leonards in Fofter- lane. 

Tho. Cawton, Paſtur of St. Bartholomew by the Ex 
change, | Charls 


(11) 
barles Offspring, Paſtor of St. Antbolins. 
Fa. ra f16- of St. Bennet Fink. 
50. Vall, Miniſter of St. Michael in Cornbill. 
Fran, Roberts, Paſtor of the Church at Auſtins. 
at. Havi land. Paſtor of Trinity Pariſh. 
John Sbefield, Miniſter of St. Swithins at London- 
Stone. 185 
ill. Harriſon, Miniſter of St. Bennet Grace. Church. 
Villiam Fenkyn, Miniſter of Chriſ- Church in Surry; 
He was Condemn'd to Dye for King Charles the 
Second, who ſuffer'd him to Dye in Newgate for 
Non-Gonformity. WOES T 
Yobn Viner, Paſtor of St. Botolph Aldgate. * 
lidad Blackwell, Paſtor of St. Andrew Underſhaft. . 


veenfobn Croſs, Miniſter of St. Matthew in Friday-ftreet. 


John Fuller, Miniſter of St. Botolph without Biſhopſ= 
ate. ER 1; | 2 
lam Taylor, Paſtor of St. Stephen in Coleman- 
— ts W 
Peter Vitham, Paſtor of St. Alban in Vood-ſtreet. 
Frau. Feck, Paſtor of Nicholas Acons. 1 | 
Fbriſfopher Love, Paſtor of St. Ann within Alder ſgat e, 
who loſt his Life for K. Charles. 8212 
fohn Vallis, Miniſter of St. Martin in Ironmonger- 


„„ „ | 
J be. Vat ſon, Paſtor of St. Stephens in Walbrook. 


$ 
al 


In ill. Wickins, Paſtor of St. Andrew Hubbard. 
s. 0. Manton, Miniſter of Stoke-Newington, 


bo. Gouge, Paſtor of St. Sepulchers. 


bill, 7 

dobert Mercer, Miniſter of St. Brides. 

ralph Robinſon, Paſtor of St. Mary Voolnoth. 

John Glaſcock, Miniſter of St. 4ndrew Underſhaft 

bo. Wheatly, Miniſter of St. Mary Woolchurch. 

Frirm Lloyds, Paſtor of St. James at Garlick- 
the. | 


B 4 Fun 
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illiam Blackmore, Paſtor of St. Peters in Corn 


(12) | 
John Wells, Paſtor of St. Olave in the Ol 
ury. ; 
* Needler, Paſtor of St. Margaret Moſes. 4 
Nath. Stani forth, Miniſter of St. Mary Bot haw, y 
Dowgate. . 
Stephen Watkins, Miniſter of St. Mary Overies. 
Jacob Tice, Paſtor of St. Botolph at Billing gate. 
Fobn Stileman, Miniſter of St. Mary at Rotherhithe, 
Foſias Bull, Paſtor of North Gray. 
Jonathan Devereux, late Miniſter of St. Andre 
.  Holbourn, 171 58 
Paul Ruſſel, Preacher at St. John Hackney. 
Fofiah Kerby, Miniſter of the Word. 
Arthur Barham, Paſtor of St. Helens, near Biſby| 
gate, | Lt 


| Theſe Men were ſincere in what they profeſs 
and did it boldly, without Mincing the Matte 
in the Face of the Uſurpers, and their vi&on 


ous Army, when the King was in no Condif 
tion to defend himſelf, and much leſs to prote 
or reward them; and tho he had declar'd aff 

irreconcileable Averſion to Preſbyterian Govetllf 
ment, they ſuffer d, as chearfully as they prifi 

tefted, boldly for the King and Conftitutio 

and ſeveral of em were Condemn'd to Deatlf 
for it. They did not prevaricate, nor ſwes 
contrary to what they wrote or ' preach'd, as T! 
; Sacheverell did at his Trial; nor could they ji 
in the Faſts and Thankſgivings of Oliver an 

his Party, contrary to their Principles, tho' pe 
ſecuted for it, as Sacheverel and his Faction d 
no join in the Office of the Fifth of November 
cc. contrary to their Doctrine of Paſſive- Obel 
ence, by which they have rais'd a Rebellion 
gainſt the Queen, and keep up a Ferment i 
the Kingdom againſt Her Adminiſtration, thi 
ihe has exceeded all Her Predeceſſors in Kindnef 
to ine Church. | 7 
Tk 


(13) 
O% That what thoſe Men ſaid; was not only the 
oſs of the Preſbyterian Miniſters in and about the 
Fity, but of all of their Way in England, appears 
„, fficiently by. the Secluding of the Preſbyterian 
embers out of the Parliament by Military Force, 
ecauſe Oliver and his Party knew they could ne- 
er carry their Deſign againſt the King's Perſon, 
nd the Monarchy, while they continu'd to Sit 
here; for ſo reſolute were the Preſbyterians to pre- 
erve both his Life and Government, that their 
ntereſt carry'd it in the Houſe of Commons by a 
great Majority; That the Anſwers of the King to the 
Propoſitions of both Houſes were a Ground for the Houſes 
o proceed upon for the Settlement of the Peace of the 
ingdom. And 'tis remarkable, that they carry'd 
his Vote at the very Time when the Army was 
eſb Marching againſt them; and threaten'd them, if 
tte Mthey did not Vote the King's Propoſitions to be un- 
gor ſatisfactory; and that they were alſo under the 
Viſcouragement of being deſerted by 244 Members, 
te who ſtay'd out of the Houſe while the Vote was 
| in Debate, tho' the Doors were not then ſhut, a 
yeru Practice, as Mr. Frynn obſerves, in his Speech of 
Wthe 4th of December, 1648, never ſeen nor known 
tio before in Parliament. 13 
eat When the Army came up, they were fo much 
wen diſlatisfy'd with that Vote, and the Members who 
carry'd it, that they ſent ſeveral Regiments of 
Horſe and Foot to. guard the Doors of the Houſe, 
and forcibly Seiz'd Mr. Prynn, and other Members, 
as they were going to the Houſe, and pull'd Colo- 
1 nel Birch out of it, as he enter d the Door, in the 
View of the-Speaker. 
Upon this, the Houſe ſent the Serjeant to de- 
mand their Members, and refus'd to proceed 1n 
t 1008 any Buſineſs till they were diſcharg'd, which was 
poſitively refus d. This, as Mr. Prynn juſtly ob- 
ſerves, was levying an open War againſt the Par- 
lament, and by Conſequence Treaſon, according 
| to 


that there were not above 45 or 50 Commons, an 


( 14) 


to the Declaration, and Remonſtrance of the Arm 
themſelves The Members who were thus ſeiz! 
were barbarouſly treated, and kept Priſoners und 
Guards, in publick Houſes, without any tolerah| 
Accommodation of Diet or Lodging. By th 
Means 200 Members were forcibly excluded, f 


three or four Lords, who were under the Terra 
of the Army, or in Contederacy with them, tha 
voted the Treaty with the King to be diſſtionoury 
ble and deſtructive. | 
Thus it appears, that the Trial, and the Murthy 
of the King, was not the Act of the Nation, no 
of their Repreſentatives, but the Act of a Party di 
wretched Men, who were as far frem being true Pro 
teitants, as they were from being true Subjects; 10 that 
there's no reaſon that the Murther of the King 
ſhould be charg'd upon the whole Nation, or upon 
any Party of Proteſtants of what Denomination ſo- 
ver, ſince it proceeded only from the Fanatick 
Rage of a few Miſcreants, as tis expreſs'd in th 
12th of Charl. ii. Cap. 30. 3 
*Tis likewiſe known, that the Kingdom of Scot 
land, where Preſbytery was then Eſtabliſh'd as now; 
rais d an Army to ſet the King at Liberty, who 
was Impriſon'd contrary to the Treaty made with 
that Nation, when their Army deliver'd him up 
at Nwcafile, on Condition that he ſhould be ho; ep 
nourably Treated, and nothing determin'd about: 
him without the Conſent of the Parliaments Ml ” 
both Nations, and tis as well known, that both tle] 
Church and Parliament of Scotland proteſted againſt 
his Impriſonment and Trial, and labour'd all they 
cou'd to effect a Reconciliation betwixt his Maj: 
ty and the Parliament of England; and their Com- 
miſſioners at Newcaſtle, before he was deliver'd up 
by their Army, repreſented to his Majeſty, on their 
Knees, the Danger that wou'd accrue to his Per- 


jon, his Polterity, and the Monarchy, if he did 


not 


(15) 


mit agree to the Propoſitions made by the Parlia: 
eizWents of both Kingdoms: But his Majeſty, who 
dd all along been diſſuaded by the High. Church 
rabWrty from accommodating Matters with the Par- 
th ment, was at that time unhappily prevail'd up- 
, < by an hot-headed Clergyman, let out of the Tower 
ann purpoſe by Oliver, to reject thoſe Propoſals, 
rad deluded with Promiſes, That the Army would 
thulWGore him to his Throne on more honourable 


erms than thoſe propos d by the Parliaments of 
th Nations. Nay, after his Majeſty was taken 


tha om Holmby, by Cornet Joyce, with a Detachment 

na the Army, contrary to the Treaty between the 

y dro Nations, he continu'd to be ſo far impos'd up- 

* by thoſe deceitful Promiſes, that he would not 
at 


deavour his Eſcape from Hampton- Court; nor af. 
rwards from Cariſbrooł - Caſtle, in the Iſle of Wight, 
o' Calonel Bampfield had, by the Advice of the 
eſbyterians, and others of the King's Friends, laid 
dyn an infallible Way to effect it. The reaſon 
which, as the Colonel informs us in his Apolo- 
, was the King's being perſwaded that neither 


col he Parliament, nor the Army, betwizt whom there 
ois then an open Breach could ſecure their own 
"uy tereſt, without including his, ſo that the Colonel 
71 


ad no other Reward for thoſe good Services, but 
de endangering his Life by the Enemy, and being 
eproach'd by the High-Church Party, as a Preſbyte- 
an, tho he was not of that Perſwaſion. 

'Tis alſo evident, by the Anſwer of the Commiſ- 


01 Boners of the Kingdom of Scotland to the Parlia- 
ink Bent of England, upon the new Propoſitions of Peace 
ne p be ſent to his Majeſty, printed in 1647, that 
” e Parliament of Scotland thought the Offers which 
) a 


e King made in his Meſſage from Car iſbrooł - Caſtle, 
ere very Satisfactory; and to hew how far they 
ere from Antimonarchical Principles, they expreſ- 
d themſelves thus: That the King, bis Poſterity, 
nd Grown, ſhould for ever be diveſted of all _ and 

| "oper 
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Power of the Militia, is different from our Judgment 
for if the Grown bave no Power of the Militia, bow 
they be able to reſiſ their Enemies, and the Enemies of 
Kingdom; proted tbeir Subjects, or keep Friendſhip | 
Correſpondence with their Allies? All Kings, by their Ri 
Office and Oath of Coronation, are oblig d to proted they 
Laws and Subjects It were ftrange then to ſec lude ii 
Crown for ever from the Power of doing that, which 
the Oath of Coronation they are oblig d to perform, 4 
the Obedience whereunto, falleth within the Oath of 4 
legiance. And certainly, if the King, and bis Poſfen 
ty, Hall have no Power in making Laws, nor in 1 
Militia, it roots up the ftrongeſt Foundation of Hong 
and Safety which the 'Crown affords ;, and will be into 
preted, in the Eyes of the World, to be a Wreſtling lf 
the Scepter and Sword out of their Hands. It is wn 
far from our Deſires, that Monarchy ſhould be at th 
abſolute Height of an Arbitrary and Tyrannical Pon 
neither deſire we juſt Monarchical Power to be wrong! 
and render d Contemptible, but to have ſuch a golin 
Mediocrity, as they may be able to protect their Subjel 
and oppoſe their Enemies, according to the Fundam 

tal Laws and Ancient Conflitution of the Kingdom. 
The Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly « 
the Church of Scotland did likewiſe, in the Nan 
of that Church, proteſt againft the Proceedings i 
England againſt the King, the Houſes of-Parliamen 
and the Conſtitution, as appears by their Pape 
printed at Edinburg, bearing Date the 1yth of J. 
wary, 1645, wherein they have theſe remarkahl 
Expreſſions: We plead not for Tyranny, or Arbitn 
Power, either in Kings or Payliaments, neither are . 
to own or juſtify any Man in bis Sin; but we rememb"fi 
what Adverſaries have many times caſt upon both Ain 
doms, and what both have oftner than once printed 
publiſh'd to the World for their Vindication z but if ꝗ 
ter ſo many publick Profeſſions, and ſolemn Atteſtation 
to the contrary, the Foundation ſhall be razed, Mona" 
cby be deſtroy'd, and Parliament ſubuerted by an im 
gina 


(47) s 

Winary and pretended Agreement of the People; 
it would deſtroy the League and Covenant, and cauſe 

ip be 4dver ſary to blaſpheme and inſult, ſo it cannot but 

Ro: the Canſe of many Miſeries and Calamities to thoſe 


W(;1gdoms. And a little lower they ſay, Were it not 
eiter to preſerve Monarchy, and the Pri viledges of Par- 
anent, walking in the Middle betwixt Tyranny and 
lnarchy, betwixt Arbitrary Government and Confuſion, 
The Parliament of Scotland concur'd with the 
illembly, as appears by their Paper dated the 8th 
pt January, 164%, wherein they Vindicate them- 
elves from a Caiumny caſt upon them, as if they 
had concur d with the Proceedings of the Army in 
gland againſt the King and Parliament; and de- 
lare, © That the Eſtates of the Parliament of Scot». 
land, after diligent Enquiry of all their Members, 
upon their folemn and publick Oath, concerning 
themſelves and others, that they cou'd not find 
that Kingdom, or any Perſcn in it, had any 
Knowledge of, or Acceſſion to the late Proceed- 
ings of the Engliþ Army, in Relation to the King's 
Perſon, or the Houſes, or reſtrain'd Members 
thereof ; but on the contrary, as ſoon as the Scotch 
Parliament met, and heard of thoſe Proceedings, 
they ſeat Inſtructions to their Commullioners in 
England, founded upon the Obligations and Decla- 
rations made between, and by, both Kingdoms, of 
Which the Matter of Fact was fully expreſs'd in 
the Paper given in by their Commillioners to the 
Houſe of Commons on the 6th of January, to prels 
2 Delay of all thoſe Proceedings againſt the King s 
. kerſon, the Prince's Right of Succeſſion, or the 
fundamental Government of the Kingdom, until 
Scotland ſhou'd preſent their Intereſt and Deſires; 
and in Caſe of Proceedings to the contrary, that 
they ſhould declare the Diſſent in the Name of 
* the Kingdom of Scotland, and proteſt, 1 hat as 
that Nation was free from all Knowledge of, or 


WT. Acceilion to thoſe Deſigns and Practices, io they 
. ˙ | * might 


© diſtracted Kingdoms. The Church of Scotlay 
Province of London to tlie like Effect. 
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e 
© might be free of all the Calamities, Miſeries ay 
© Confuſions which might thereupon follow to thol 


wrote, at the fame Time, to the Miniſters of t 


It appears alſo by the Memoirs of the Dukes d 
Hamilton, writ by Dr. Burnet, now Lord Biſhop d 
Sarum, That the Preſbyterians in the Parliament 
* England intended the King's Good, but were miſt: 
* ken in Judging that the Parliament, wherein the 
© were moſt numerous, wou'd never be diſobey'd by 
© the Army, the Confidence of which was the Cauſ 
© of their letting the Scots Army be ſent Home, til 
* which time the oppoſite Party in Parliament couch. 
© under them, but the Scots Army was no ſooner gon, 
© than the Englith Army afed what bad been projede 
* before, but moſt induſiriouſly conceal d from the Preſby 
* tertans. Memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton, p. 314 

Theſe Proceedings of the Church and State 0 
Scotland ate ſo much the more remarkable, and af 
ſtronger Proof of their diſiutereſted Loyalty, be 
cauſe (as «yea by the ſame Memoirs) the King 
did politively refuſe them the Satisfaction they in- 
ſifted on in Matters of Religion. Yet the Duke ol 
Hamilton, in his Inſtructions to Mr. Leſley, who wa 
ſent with a Meſſige to the King, p. 320. acquainted 
his Majeſty, © That the General Aſſembly, and thi 
* Maniiters from their Pulpits, declar d daily again 
* thoſe Proceedings of the Englih Army. 1 

It appears alſo, p. 344, that the Scots Commiſſio 
ners, with 50 Horſe, ofter*d to reſcue the King from 
the Guard that was ſet upon him at Hampton Court, 
but he refus d it, becauſe he had engag'd not to 
leave the Army without giving them Advertiſe 
ment. After which they advis'd him to. retire to 
Berwick, and aſſur d him, if he would give the Scott, 
Satisfaction in Point of Religion, he was Maſter of 
that Kingdom, but, inſtead of that, his Majeſty re 
tir'd to the Iſle of Wight, to the great Griet 2 0 

we | cot t. 


(19) 
atio Commiſſioners, who wrote to him, that his 

Wing thither had diſabl'd them to ſerve him, and 

\Woreſs'd their Sorrow that he had put himſelf in- 

W ſuch Hands. They afterwards acquainted him 

the Deſign againſt his Life, of which they had 

telligence from the Clerk of the Committee, where 
was reſolv'd to make him a cloſe Priſoner ; and 

reſs'd him again to ſatisfy the Scots in Point of 
eligion, which would engage that whole Nation 
his Intereſt. They afterwards waited upon his 
ajeſty at the Ile of Fight, after Proteſting againſt 
e hard Terms, which the new modell'd Parliament 
f England had propos'd to him, and, notwithſtanding 
is Majeſty's Stifineſs in refuſing them, they deſir'd 
atisfaction about Religion, they there concluded a 
reaty with him, to raiſe an Army for his Reſcue 
nd Receſtabliſhment, which was accordingly done 
Wy the D. of Hamilton, who at the ſame Time de- 
ar'd for the ſolemn League and Covenant; tis 
rue, this had no Succeſs, but his Majeſty's Refuſal 
d fatisfy the Nation in Point of Religion, did ve- 
much contribute to it, for that divided the Scots 
mong themſelves. Nor did the Engl: Cavaliers join 
e Duke according to their Promiſe, with ſuch Num- 
Pers as he expected. However, after the King's Mur- 
her, the Parliament of Scotland, upon the firſt News 
f it, proclaim'd his Eldeſt Son, King Charles the 
as appears by their Proclamation of the 5th of Feb. 
645 and engag'd in his Quarrel, but with as bad Suc- 
ſs as they attempted to reſcue and reſtore his Father, 
or which his Majeſty's own Conduct was chiefly to 
lame, becauſe the Nation being convinc'd, by too 
vident Proofs, that he never deſign'd to perform 
hat he had promis'd them, they were thereby di- 
ded, and by Conſequence diſabl'd from acting 
With that Vigour and Unanimity which otherwile 
hey might have done. This expos'd them as a Prey 
o the Uſurper and his Army, which ended in a 
otal Subvergon of the Monarchy. 


9 * 
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"Tis proper here alſo to take Notice, That ti 
* Preſbyteri ans in the North of Ireland did equally de. 
clare againſt the Trial and Murther of K. Chayhy 
the Iſt. And it appears by all the Hiſtories 9 
thoſe Times, that Oliver and his Party were unde 
a continual Jealouſy of the Preſoyterians in Englanl 
and not without reaſon, ſince they were known t 
be true to the Intereſt of the Crown; Proteſted |, 
gainſt the Meaſures of the Uſurper's; and refug 
to join in their Faſts and Thankſgivinge, for which 
Mr. Love, a Preſbyterian Miniſter, was Condemni 
to Dye, and no Interceſſion could prevail for hit 
fo that he was Executed on Tover-Hill. Mr. Fenkin 
who died a Priſoner in Newgate for his Nonconforni 
ty, was, at the ſame Time condemn'd with him. $i 
George Booth, a Preſbyterian, did likewiſe raife at 
Army, in order to reſtore King Charles the Secon( 
# but without Succeſs, becauſe not duly ſupported h 
| the Cavaliers. | 
When General Monk undertook the Reſtoration 
of the King, tis very well known, that he form 
that Deſign firſt in Scotland, whoſe Concurrence h 
was {ſure of, and obtain'd Money from their Con 
vention for that End. He was likewiſe ſo. ſenſiblM* 
4 of the Inclinations of the Preſbyterians of England i 
[1 concur with him, that when he came up with ti} 
il Army to London, he declar'd for ſettling a modi 
If rate Preſbytery, as appears by his Speech to the Men 
i bers of Parliament, made at # hitehall the 218M 
February, 1659, for he knew that the Preſbyteria 
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Intereſt in the Kingdom was the chief Thing thi 
could ballance the oppoſite Party. 

When K. Charles the IId return'd, he own'd th. 
Preſbyterians to have been the principal Inſtrument 
who reftor'd him, and the ancient Conftitution 
as appears by his Speech to the Lords, July the 27 
1660, to hatten their Paſſing the Act of Oblivion 
wherein he has theſe remarkable Words, My Lordi 
Ii 3ou do not join with we in extinguiſhing 
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e 
fear, which keeps the Hearts of Men apprehenſiy 
f Safety and Security, you keep me from perform- 
ing my Promiſe, which if I had not made, I am 
nrfwaded, that neither you nor I had been now 
here. I pray let's not deceive thoſe who brought or per- 
mitted us to come together, And in his Declaration 
bout Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, p. 5. he ſays, While 
we were in Holland, we were attended by many 
grave and learned Miniſters from hence, who were 
look'd upon as the moſt able and principal Aſſertors of 
the Preſbyterian Opinions, === And to our great Sa- 
tisfation and Comfort, found them Pe, ſons full of Af. 
fection to us, of Leal for the Peace of the Church and 
State, and neither Enemies to Epiſcopacy, nor the 
Liturgy, but modeitly to deſire ſuch Alterations in ei- 
ther, as, without ſhaking the Foundations, might beſt 
allay preſent Diſtempers. | 
In ike manner his Majeſty own'd, in a Letter to 
he Preſbytery of Edinburgh, which he order'd em to 
ati Communicate to the reſt of the Preſbyterians of Scot- 
Wd, dated at Whitehall the roth of Auguſt, 1660, 
That he had receiv'd full Information of their Senſe 
* of his Sufferings, and of their conſtant Affection and 
Loyalty to his Perſon and Authority; that he. 


Charly 
ries 

unde 
igland 
en fi 


nd was very well fatisfy'd with their Addreſs, and 
h h 


with the Carriage of the Generality of the Mini- 
 ſters of Scotland in this Time of Trial; therefore 
© he aſſur'd them, that he wou'd protect and preſerve 
| the Government of the Church of Scotland, as it 
was ſettled by Law, without Violation. This Let- 
ter was Counterſign'd by the E. of Lauderdale, and 
ſent down by Mr. Fames Sharp, who was afterwards 
made Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, and at that very 
Time laid the Plan to betray the Pre/byterians in 
Scotland, tho his Majeſty had promis d their Go» 
vernment ſhou'd be inviolable. : 

"T were eaſy to add many more undeniable Proofs, 
that the Pre/byterians in all the Three Nations did 
pppoſe the Trial and Murther of K. Charles, _ 5 
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and ſome other late Officers of the Army, wherein 


(22) 
Overthrow of the Monarchy, and we have Kin ate 
Charles the Second's own Word for it, that they werf us. 
the chief Inſtruments of his Reſtoration. 
Nor was it the Preſbyterians alone, but even ſony 
of the Chief of thoſe of other Denominations, noy 
call'd Diſſenters, who contributed towards it, by re 
ſtoring the Parliament according to the old Confj 
tution, which Oliver and his Party had ſubverted ; 
This appears by the Lord-General Fleetwood's Ane 
ſwer to the humble Repreſentation of Col. Morley 


he declares his Judgment and Conſcience, what i 
the good Old Cauſe, and for a Free Parliament, a 
the only Expedient for England's Settlement, prin 
ted Nov. 8, 1659. wherein he alſo profeſſes his Re. 
pentance for concurring with thoſe who put that IP 
Force upon the Parliament of 1648, as abovemen- 


tion'd, and declares for the ancient Conſtitution of . 
King, Lords, and Commons, according to the Oathsj G 
and Covenants which the Nations lay under. 0 


This is more than ſufficient to ſhew, That the 
Civil War was occaſion d by the Arbitrary Meaſures, 
which the High- Church Party put K. Charles the If 
upon; that 'twas they alſo who chiefly hinder d his 
Majeſty from coming to an Accommodation with 
the Parliament, which wou'd have prevented his 
Murther, and the Subverſion of the Monarchy. By 
this tis likewiſe evident, That the Preſbyteri ans of 
both Nations drew their Swords in his Quarrel, 
and for the Reſtoration of his Son and the Monar- 
chy, when the Cavaliers, or High Church Party, were 
capable of doing little more than Drinking their 
Health, or making ſome mad and petty Efforts, 
which did more hurt than good to the Royal Cauſe. 

This is enough to ſhew, That the main Body of 
the ancient Diſſenters were never tainted with 4 
timonarchical Principles, but were always conſtant 
Friends to the Government by King, Lords, and 
Commons; and as it appears by General Fleetwood 


Letter, 


(23) Ke "OM 
W:tter, even the Army, which had been ſo much 
os'd and miſ-led by Oliver, and other ſelf-defign- 
g Men, came at laſt fo far to recover their Senſes, 
to concur in Reſtoring our Old Conſtitution, tho 
e main Body of 'em conſiſted of ſuch Men as are 
ow call'd Diſſenters. 

For the Behaviour of thoſe who have been calPd 
y that Name, fince their Concurtence with the 


| An oderate Churchmen. under the general Name of 
ori big, to ſupport our Conſtitution by King, Lords 
the. d Commons, has been ſo evident, that Malice it 


lf can't deny it, for tho' they oppogd Tyranny 
all its Forms, during the Reign of K. Charles, and 
James the Second, yet it appear'd plain, by their 

ʒehaviour at the Revolution, when they had a fair 
)pportunity to have declar'd for a Commonwealth, 
Jad their Inclinaiions led them to that ſort of Go- 
ernment, that they had no ſuch Thing in their 
houghts, but were the chief Inſtruments of Pre- 
rving the Monarchy upon the old Foot of Britzfþ 
iberty, as they have been ſince of Securing it with 
ve Limitations 1n the Proteſtant Line. Whereas 


e Inne of the Leaders of the Party, who now charge 
| his Em with Republican Principles, were for filling the 
Jith one with a Regent, inſtead of ſetting K. Villiam 


nd Q. Mary upon it. 


— Nor can it be deny'd, That ever ſince the Revo- 
1 ie LET hat 

orion the 7 bigs have continu'd firm and ſtedfaſt to 
re] Nhe Monarchy, and have been ready on all Occaſi- 
8 ns to defend it againſt Invaſions from abroad, and 


lots from within, while many of the High- Church 


* ty, who Libel them as Republicans, and Men of 
mts t imonarchical Principles, have been engag'd in both, 
ſe. ud are now viſibly ſtriking at our Conſtitution, Her 
- of Nlajeſty's Title, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, by their 
4. dareſſes, and other ſeditious Libels. Tis probable, 
ant bey think by their Noiſe and Cant of Faſive Obedi- 
nd *, Church, and Prerogative, &c. and the raiſing of 
od's i tale Alarum, as if the Government were in Danger 


by 


(24) 
by Men of Republican Principles, to cover their oui hero 
Rebellious Deſigns, which ſo manifeſtly appear'd i 
the late Tumults of their Faction; but they will fn 
themſelves miſtaken, for every Man, who is ng 
blinded with Prejudice, fees plain enough, that z 
theſe Things are a continu'd Series of Inſults upon th 
Queen and Parliament, and that the Pretender is at th 
Bottom of their Plea for Hereditary Right and Pa 
Obedience. They have ruin'd all the Princes that en 
yet liſten'd to their Arbitrary Councils; and by ſcrey- 
ing the Prerogative too high, never fail'd at laſt off 
bringing their Monarchs too low. K. Charles thel, 
himſelt was ſo ſeuſible of this, that in a Letter to hi 
Son, aſterwards Charles II. writ at Newport in the If 
of Wight, November the 29th, 1648, during his Con- Ns 
finement there, he gives him the following Advice 
among others. | 

In this give Belief to our Experience, never to afil 
more Greatneſs or Prerogative than what is really, and in 
trinſically for the Good of your Subjects, (not for Satisfy 
on of Favourites ) and if you thus uſe it, you will neun 
want Means to be a Father to all, and a bountiful Prina 
to any you would be extraordinary Gracious unto. Heath) 
Chronicle of the Inteſtine War. p. 349. 

Had the two Sons follow'd this goed Advice df} 
their Father, which was taught him by woful Er 
perience, the one wou'd never have ſcrew'd his Pre 
rogative up to that Pitch as he did, by getting Þ- 

ive. Obedience ſeemingly enacted, in the 15th Year of 

his Reign, Stat. 2. Cap. 1. by which he made bot 
himſelf and his Subjects uneaſy during the whok| 
Courſe of his Government. Nor wou'd the other have 
loſt his Crown by practiſing accordingly, and truft 
ing ſo much to thoſe who pretended to teach and 
believe it. By this we may ſee what Friends they 
are to Her Majeſty, who, by their Addreſijes, would 
have Her to aſlume ſuch a Power as has ruin'd ſo ma- 
ny ot Her Predeceſſors; but *tis Her Majefty's Hap 
pinels, as well as ours, that ſhe is fatisfy'd with the 
| Prexogatuve 


6259 


r onWrerogative which our Laws allow Her, and has too 


rd i uch Senſe, as well as Religion, to liſten to ſuch Ad- 
| finWices as are contrary to Her own Oath, and the 
; nofRanding Laws, tho' the Faction makes fo bold with 
at z hem in their Add reſſes, | 


After having made appear who were the Perſons 
hat did not Murther the King, it reſts upon me to 
ive. the Reader an Undeniable Proof of this Nega- 
ve, by letting him into the Knowledge of thoſe that 


13 the 
it the 
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reid. And here, to the Amazement of all Falſe Accu; 
ſt ers, it will be found, that the very Men who charge 
he 1 be Preſbyterians with this Barbarous Act, are the Re- 
0 hihicides themſelves, to whom the Fatal Blow is to be 
e Iimputed. He was brought to the Scaffold by ſuch 
Con · Nas profeſs d themſelves Aſſertors of thoſe Non · Reſiſting 


yinciples that are now again grown into Faſhion 
amongſt us. The Doctrines of Indefeaſible Right and 
Unlimited Obedience, Subjected this Mis-led Prince to 
the Inconveniences and Hardthips which he after- 
wards Labour'd under, and who they were that in 
ebe thoſe Times Preach*d up and Inculcated thoſe Doct- 
inal rines, is too Notoriouſly known, not to fix the Guilt 
upon ſuch as deſervedly contracted it, I mean the 
Papiſts and the Tories, We have no more to do than to 
e of look into the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, and find, that 
Er ¶ their Perſwaſions puſh'd him upon thoſe Irregulari- 
Pre. ties of. Government, that gave Riſe to _ 
% J derſtanding between him and his Parliament, and 
ol that this Miſunderſtanding made both the Firſt and 
och! the Laſt have Recourſe to Arms; the one, as it was 
ol: given out, in Defence of the Royal Prerogative, which 
ave no Prince was ſaid, by the other, to have ſtretched 
t. further than he, and the other, in Vindication of 
nd thoſe Liberties and Properties which had been handed 
ey down to them time out of Mind, and inviolately 
nd Undiminiſh'd by his Majeſty's Anceſtors. 
2 I ſhall not enquire either into the Juftice of that 
Prince, his Cauſe that wages War with hisown People, 
or the Arguments that can 70 produced- in Fern 2 
3 thole 
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thoſe Subjects that take Arms againſt their Lawfil 
Sovereign, being fully convinced, from the Pradiigg 
of ſeveral Worthy Patriots at the Late Revolution 
that the Will of Kings has not always been allo vi 
to be Arbitrary, and that it has been once, at Jeaft 
not reputed Criminal in the People to renounce Obe 
dierice, and Fealty, to an Anointed Head. But this 
E muſt take Liberty to affirm, that Reſiſtance of 
Princes, is one and the ſame thing in all Ages, and 
it held commendable in one, not to be without its 
Juſtification in another. Not that I would be 
thought to argue for Rebellion, which I muſt hold 
that of our Civil Wars to be a very unnatural one, 
but would plead fo tar in Favour of the Diſſenter, 
of Mr. Calvins Opinion, as to excute them 
from being the Occaſions of it. Tis own'd, that 
they were induced to fide with their Repreſentatives 
in Parliament, either thro? Popular Miſta kes, which 
they might eaſily be led into with others, that took 
up Arms not to Fight againſt their Prince, but to 
reſcue him out of the Hands of his Evil Councillors; 
or a true Senſe of Grievances, which being denied to 
be redreſs d, render a King incapable of the Kingly MW 
Office. For if a certain Author ſays true, that reca- 
Pitulates, and Sums up the Errors of that Reign, to 
endeavour to bring him to Reaſon, was leſs Criminal 
than the Dethronement of his Unhappy Son He 
ſpeaks öf Hm thus. This King was a great Bigot, 
* which made him the Darling of the Clergy (of 
* whom Laud was Chief, whoſe Character ſhall be given 
in its due Place) and being govern'd by the Prieſts, 
with a true Eccleſiaſtick Fury, he drove on to the 
* Deſtruction of all the Liberties of England. He 
* deliver'd Pennington s Fleet into the French Hands, 
* betray d the poor Rochelers, and ſuffer'd the Fro: 
* teftant Intereſt in France to be quite Extirpated: 
* He rats d Loans, Exciſes, Coal, aud Conduct Mo- 
* ney, without Authority of Parliament. He brought 
* nuheard of Innovations into the Churches, prion 

| en 
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Men of Arbitrary Principles, and Inclinations to 


d bpery, eſpecially thoſe Fire-brands Laud, Montague, 


and Manwaring, one of whom had been complain d 
of in Parliament, another impeach'd for Advanci 

Popery, and the Third condemn'd in the Houſe of 
Lords. He diſpenſed with the Laws againft Papifts, 
and both encourag'd and preterrd them. He called 
no Parliament for 12 Years together, and in that 
Time Govern'd as Arbitrary as the Grand Seignior 
Kc. Then the Civil Wars broke out between him 
and his People, in which many Bloody Battels 
were Fought. At laſt, by the Fate of War, the 
King became a Priſoner, and the Parliament treated 
with him, while in that Condition; and at the 
ſame time Voted, That ſome Part of the Army 
ſhould be Diſbanded, and others ſent to Ireland, to 
reduce that Kingdom. Upon which, the Army 
choſe Agitators amongſt themſelves, who preſented 


a Petition to both Houſes, that they would pro- 


ceed to ſettle the Kingdom; and declare, that no 
Part of the Army ſhould be Diſbanded till that 
was done. But finding this Petition reſented, they 


ſent and Seiz'd the King's Perſon from the Parhas 
* ment's Commiſſioners 3 drew up a Charge of High 


Treaſon againft Eleven of the Principal Members, 


for Endeavouring to Diſband the Army; enterd 


into a Private Treaty with the King: But he not 


' complying with their Demands, they Seiz d Londun z 
and, notwithſtanding they had voted the King's 
Conceſſions a Ground for a Future Settlement, 
they reſolved to put him to Death; and in Order 
"thereto, Purged the Houſe, as they called it; that 
is, placed Guards upon them, and Excluded all 
Members that were for the King, and then they 
deut off his Head: Vid. Hift. of fanding Armies. I 
have purpoſely ſpared ſeveral other flagrant Inſtances 
of his Male adminiftration there mention'd, out of 
Deference to Deceas'd Majeſty, whoſe Aſhes I would 
be far from diſturbing with the Memory of them, 


D 2 being 


being ſatisfied, that if theſe are true, tho? I ſhall] 


Lives, forefaw they had little to expect from Matte 


Thatethe King hould be reſtor d to his Dominion 


( 28 ) 
the 


no Means take upon me to atteſt their Veracity, th 
are Inſtances ſufficient to extenuate, if not to ex 
what is laid to the Charge of that Part of the Dill 
ſenters called Preſbyterians, for having a Hand 
thoſe Civil Diſſentions. For if Invaſions of Ma 
Charta, and Violations of his Coronation Oath, ws 
accounted juſt Handles for the Removal of 0 
Prince out of his Kingdoms, certainly what was 
ledg'd. and gain'd Beliet. with the Greateſt Part 
the Nation, againſt this Unhappy King, might bry 
thoſe it gain'd Credit with, into the Benefit of 
Act of Indulgence for ſo doing. Beſides, the lat 
Part of this Hiſtorical Quotation, places the Matt 
of Fact where it ought to lie, upon the Army, who! 
there ſaid to have enter d into a Private Treaty withtiic 
King. Now this Army was Purged before that, 
well as the Parliament, from both which, ſuch 
were for coming to Terms with his Majeſty, for tl 
General Good of the Nation, not any Private, or Pa 
ticular Views were excluded; among theſe the whi 
Body of the Preſbyter:ans, who took Arms upon uf 
other Account than the Preſervation of their Labe 
ties, which being ſecured to them by defeating tl 
Royal Party fo often, and the Total Ruine of th 
Kings Army, they had nothing farther to do, tha 
to fix their Sovereign again upon the Throne, und: 
ſuch and ſuch Reſtrictions, which he was ready 
comply with. - E 99 1 

But Oliver, and his Accomplices, who were 1 
Freſbyterians, but Men of looſe Principles, and wol 


thus amicably compremiſed, and therefore the Firl 
who was then Lieutenant-General, and always 
Traytor to hie own Party as well as his Prince; can 
to a private Agreement, after this Manner. with tl 
Ring.) The Articles on the Side of Cromwell wet 


and the Exerciſe of the Regal Dignity, Oc. To 
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hall the Part of the King were, That Cromwell ſhould 


made Earl of Eſſex, a Knight of the Garter, and 
ve 30000 |. per Annum ſettled upon him. Theſe 
re the Conditions both Parties were oblig'd to the 
rcformance of. But Oliver, not having Abundance 
Confidence in the Royal Word, warily watch'd 
e King's Motions after the Bargain was made; 
tt long after which, he intercepted a Letter from 
e King to his Queen, wherein he told her the Bar- 
in he had made with Cromwell. But after all this, 
ys he, when I come to the Exerciſe of my Juſt Rights, 
hall know how to give a Rebel a Rebels Reward. The 
argain was then quite at anend, and Olzver thought 
molt cogducive to his own Satety to join with 
ther Republicans, and put the King to Death, which. 
did oon after; and thus that Monarch came to 
is End. 1 ILL ins 
That the Papi ſts 1mbru'd their Hands in that Roy- 
Blood, is beyond Diſpute z for if we will but give 
ur ſelves. Time to read thoſe that charge the Preſby- 
11ans with this barbarous Murther, we ihall find, 
rom t heir own:Account, that one Dr. Peter de Moulin, 
Prebendary of Canterbury, has left a Manuſcript 
ehind him, which is ſtill to be ſeen in the Library 


longing to that Cathedral, wherein it is affitm'd 
bim, That; upon Viewing the Slain on the Carlia- 


went Side, in the Field of Battle, (Edg bil, as I take it) 
nary ſhorn Monks were found among the deceas d Rebels; 
o that it may, with Probability enough, be judg'd, 
hey were not all kill'd on that Fatal Day, but left 
ome Survivers to adviſe and take ihare in the Perpe- 
tation of a Fact, thoſe of the Km Perſwaſion 
ould caſt upon ſuch as have the grœateſt Abhorrence 


WO! their abſurd Tenets, and filly Superſtitions, 


Thus having made appear the Innocence of the 


oople call'd Preſbyterians, I hall diſmils the Reader 


with the Sentiments of King Fames the I. a very dif- 
*rning Prince, had ot another Perions Guilt, who 
the Idol of their Accuiers. Ic's taken from a Great 

Author, 


(30) 
Author, and runs thus: ————— The See Mare! 
St. David's did then want a Biſhop, but natho © 
Competitors: The Principal was Dr. Land, Mniten 
Learned Man, and a Lover of Learning; he had f,Rheart 
ſten'd on the Lord Marqueſs to be his MediatoſWhath 
whom he had made ſure by great Obſervances. Bu enou, 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury had ſo oppoſed him ane 
and repreſented him with ſuſpicion of Unſourdneſs ii In pr 
Religion, that the Lord Marqueſs was at à ſtand hence 
and could not get the Royal Aſſent to that Promo pen 
tion. His Lordihip, as his Intimates know, was nat {bal 
wont to let a Suit fall, which he had undertaken Wot: 
In this he was the ſtiffer, becauſe the ArchbithopyſWon 
Conteſt in the King's Preſence, was Sour and Supere|ſ « 
cilious. Therefore he reſolved to play his Game in el, 
another Hand, and conjures the Lord Keeper (Dr. Nich 
William:) to commend Dr. Laud, ſtrenuouſly and Wu * 
importunately, to the King's good Opinion, to fear Ws 
no Offen e, neither to deſiſt for a little Storm. Ace Nude 
cordingly he watch'd when the King's Affections Fibre 
were moſt {till and pacificous; and beſought His WW 
Majeſty to think conliderately of His Chaplain, the ip 
Doctor, who had deſerved well, when he was a young ron 
Man, in his Zeal againſt the Millenary Petition: And toi 
for his Incorruption in Religion, let his Sermons plead pit 
for him in the Royal Hearing, of which no Man el 
could judge better than fo great a Scholar as His I: 
Majeſty. h | 5 
Well (ſays the King) I perceive whoſe Attorney you Wl} 
are, Stenny bath ſet you on (the Name which his Ma- N. 
jelty always gave the Marquiſs, afterwards Duke of Wb 
Buckingham ) Ion hav? pleaded the Man a good Proteſtant, Il 
and I believe it : Neither did that flick in my Breaft, I 
when I flopt bis Promotion. But was there not a certain I 
Lady, that forſook her Huſband, and married a Lud, K 
that was her Paramour? Who knit that Knot 2 Shall J 
make a Man a Prelate, one of the Angels of my Church, 
who has a flagrant Crime upon him? Sir (ſays the Lord 
* Keeper, very boldly) you are a good Malter, but _ 
| date 
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See dare ſerve you, if you will not pardon one Fault, 
e nolfiho' of a ſcandalous Size, to ham that is heartily pe- 
d. Mhitent for it? I pawn my Faith to you, that he is 
1d fi beartily penitent, and there is no other Blot that 


hath fallied his good Name. Velleius faid 
enough to juſtify Murena, that had committed but 
one Fault, Sine boc Faci nore potuit videri probus. 
w preſs well (ſays the King) and I hear you with Pa- 
ence, neither will I revive a Treſpaſs any more, which 
pentance bath mort i fyed and buried. And becauſe T ſee 
| ball not be rid of you, unleſs I tell you my unpubliſhed 
Wiritations, the plain Truth is, That 1 keep Laud back 
um all Places of Rule and Authority, becauſe I find be 
With a Reftleſs Spirit, and cannot ſee when Matters are 
xl, but loves to toſs and change and bring Things to a 
itch of Reformation floating in his own Brain, which 
my endanger the fleadfaſineſs of that which is in a good 
ſs, God be praiſed. I ſpeak not at Random; he bath 
wade bimfelf known to me to be ſuch a One: For when, 
three Tears ſince, I bad obtain'd of the Aſſembly of Perth 
u conſent to five Articles of Order and Decency in Cor- 
rſpondency with this Church of England, I gave them 
Promiſe, by Atteftation of Faith made, that I would try 
tir Obedience no further anent Eccleſiaflick Affairs, nor 
ut them out of their own Way, which Cuſtom had made 
an peng unto them, with any new Encroachments. Tet 
lis Nis Man bath preſſed me to invite them to a nearer Con- 
tion with the Liturgy and Canons of this Nation; but 

ou MW! ſent him back again with the frivolous Draught he had 
a- drawn. It ſeems I remember d St. Auſtin's Rule better 
of I tban be, Ipfa Mutatio Conſuetudinis, etiam qua ad- 
t, Ihrat Utilitate, Novitate perturbat. Ep. 118. Foy 
„, all this be feared not mi ne Anger, but aſſaulted me again 
n vith another ill fangled Platform, to make that fiubborn 
d, Wk foop more to the Engliſh Pattern. But I durſt not 
I Wola faft and looſe with my Word. He knows not the Sto- 
„ nich of that People, but I ken the Story of my Grand- mo- 
d ber, the Queen Regent; That after ſhe was inveigh'd to 
bak her Promiſe made to ſome Minifters at a Perth 

| Meetins 
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Meeting, ſhe never ſaw good Day; but from thence, bei 
much belov'd before. was deſpis'd of all good People, 4 
nom your Importunity bath compell'd me to ſhrive my |, 
thus unto you. 1 think you are at your furtheſt, and ha 
2:0 more to ſay for your Client. May it pleaſe yo 
« Sir, ( ſays the Lord Keeper) I will ſpeak but once. I. 
© have indeed convicted your Chaplazn of an Attemy 
6 very Audacious, and very Unbeſeeming 1 My Jude 
* ment goes quite againſt his. C. Gracchus mende 
nothing, but loft himſelf in his 17:buneſhip, Quin 
© hil immotum, nih:il quietum, mhil d:nique in eodem g 
© tu relinquebat. I am aſlured, He that makes new Wa 
in a Church begets new Quarrels for Scriblers, and ne 
* Fealouſtes i tender Conſciences. Yet I ſubmit thist 
your ſacred Judgment, That Dr, Laud is of a pre: 
© 2nd a tractable Wit: He did not well ſee how he ca 
imo this Error; but he will preſently ſee the Wa 
© how to come oat of it. Some Diſeaſes which 7 
very acute, are quickly cured! And 7s there no Wh 
but you muſt carry it? (ſays the King) Then take Bil 
to you, but, on my Soul, you'll repent it. And ſo went 4 
way in Anger, uſing ot her fierce and ominous Wordl 
which were divulg'd in the Court, and are too fharf 
to be repeated. ? | 
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Life of A. B. Williams, written by Biſh 
Hacket. Pag. 63, 64. 
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